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visible. For woman as woman is neither politically, nor
economically, nor spiritually a visible factor of any importance.
If she were she would stand more plainly in man's field of vision,
and then would be taken into account as a competitor. Some-
times she does do this ; but in doing so she becomes visible
only as a man who, so to speak, is accidentally a woman.
But since, as a rule, she stands on the intimate side of man,
on the side where he only feels; that side for which either he
has no eyes or will not see, woman appears as a sort of opaque
mask, behind which everything possible and impossible
can be assumed. Not only does he assume, he thinks he
actually sees, and yet he somehow fails to hit upon the
essential thing. The elementary fact, that a man always
presupposes another's psychology as being identical with
his own, aggravates the difficulty and hinders a correct
understanding of the feminine psyche. This circumstance
finds a purposive accommodation, viewed biologically, in
the unconsciousness and indefiniteness of the woman. She
allows herself to be convinced by projected masculine feelings.
This is; of course, a general human characteristic ; but with
woman it has an especially dangerous nuance, since in this
respect she is not naive, for only too often her aim is to allow
herself to be convinced. It fits in with her nature to remain
in the background as an independently willing and responsible
ego, in order not to hinder the man, but rather to invite him
to make real his aims with respect to herself. This is a sexual
pattern, but it has far-reaching ramifications in the feminine
mind. By maintaining a passive attitude with an invisible
purpose in the background, she aids a man towards his realiza-
tion, and in that way holds him. At the same time she
weaves a web of fate for herself, because whoever digs a pit
for others falls himself therein.
I must confess that I am here describing, rather unkindly,
a process that might as well be sung in glowing terms. But
all things natural have two sides, and when something has to be
made conscious, we must see the shadow-side as well as thelight.

